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The AMPJP Member organisations are:

Calvary Ministries Ltd (Hospitals, retirement and aged care 
and community care in ACT, NT, SA, Vic, NSW, Tas);

Catholic Healthcare (aged care, retirement living, community 
care and healthcare services in NSW, QLD);

Dominican Education Australia Ltd (Schools in SA, Vic and NSW);

Edmund Rice Education Australia (Schools, flexible/early 
learning centres in WA, NT, SA, Vic, NSW, Tas, QLD);

Good Samaritan Education (Schools in NSW, Vic and QLD); 

Kildare Ministries (Schools and community works in QLD, SA, 
NSW, Vic)

Mary Aitkenhead Ministries (Hospitals, health, research, aged 
care, schools and community care in NSW, QLD, Vic);

MercyCare (aged care, family, community, health and 
disability services in WA);

Mercy Partners (Schools, hospitals, health services, research, 
aged care and community services in QLD);

Sophia Education Ministries (Schools in QLD, NSW and Vic)

St John of God Australia Ltd (Hospitals, social outreach, 
advocacy, disability services in WA, Vic, NSW)

PO Box 6, The Junction NSW 2291
Phone 0419 447 217    Email info@ampjp.org.au   Online www.ampjp.org.au

Since 1994, eleven Ministerial Public Juridic Persons (PJPs) have been established in Australia. These Church 
bodies are responsible for the education, health, aged care and community service ministries formerly under 
the care of seventeen Religious Institutes/ parishes/dioceses. In fulfillment of the direction of Vatican II, the 
Canonical Stewards (also known as Trustees) of these Ministerial PJPs are primarily lay people. 

These Ministerial PJPs established the Association of Ministerial PJPs Ltd in May 2016 as their umbrella 
organisation to foster the ministry of Ministerial PJP governance and to facilitate members’ collaboration on 
common issues and communion with the wider Church. 

While Ministerial PJPs exist in other parts of the world, only in Australia have they established their own 
association.
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Mission 
In fostering the ministry of canonical 
governance, the Association of Ministerial 
PJPs, supports its members, as an umbrella 
organisation, to flourish individually and 
together in communion with the Catholic 
Church. AMPJP facilitates Ministerial PJPs 
collaboration on common issues and 
communion with the wider Church.

Vision 
Our Vision is for flourishing, vibrant Catholic 
ministries governed by well-formed Canonical 
Stewards, continuing Jesus’ mission in 
Australia and beyond in the 21st century.

Values
Inclusive, relational, collaborative and prophetic.

Finances 
In 2019-2020, 89% of the AMPJP’s $131,429 
annual income came from member 
subscriptions. Staff costs make up about 
half of all expenditure, followed by the cost of 
members/Council gathering and meeting.

The AMPJP’s priorities are:
1. Collaboration for Excellence in 

MPJP governance: MPJPs working 
together to benefit each other and 
the MPJP sector; and

2. Communion with the rest of 
the Church: Coordination and 
communication between AMPJP 
and others in the Church.

Achievements  
2019-2020

Adoption of the AMPJP 
Strategic Direction 2020-
2023 after a weekend 
workshop in Nov 2019 
which clarified AMPJP 
priorities.

In August 2019, 41 people attended the 
AMPJPs annual Canonical Stewards’ 
(also known as Trustees) forum in Sydney. 
Discussion included: formation, communion 
theology and canonical boundaries.

Extensive consultation which resulted in the 
formation of the Committee of Religious 
Institute and Ministerial PJP School 
Authorities Australia (CORMSAA).

Our third annual survey of AMPJP members 
found continuing strong representation of 
women in our governance: 

 ›  56% of Ministerial PJP Canonical 
Stewards are women; and 

 › › 54% of the members of the Boards of 
Ministerial PJPs are women. 

AMPJP submission on governance to two of 
the Plenary Council 2020 Discernment and 
Writing Groups.

Engagement with other Church Authorities 
regarding safeguarding issues and 
structures.

Communication and cooperation with 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, 
Catholic Religious Australia and many other 
Church bodies.

Support and information provided to current 
and prospective members via AMPJP 
Council meetings, newsletters and emails.

www.ampjp.org.au

AMPJP Strategic Direction

2020-2023

The past year was one of discernment, clarity and 
drive. In August 2019, the Association elected a 
new Council. By November, 19 representatives 
from our member Ministerial PJPs had gathered 
for a weekend of intensive prayer, reflection and 
discussion. We all left with enthusiasm and a 
shared understanding of the unique role and 
priorities of our Association.

Our clarity of identity and purpose enabled us to:

 › Develop a new three-year strategic direction, 

 › Form a committee for Religious Institute and 
Ministerial PJP school authorities, and

 › Provide submissions to the Plenary Council 
with our perspective on ecclesial governance.

The COVID-19 crisis accelerated our engagement 

with each other. We have increased the frequency 
of Council meetings and moved these to 
videoconferencing. These enabled us to monitor the 
impact of the COVID-19 situation on our Ministerial 
PJPs and their ministries. We rescheduled our 2020 
annual canonical stewards’ forum to 2021 and 
replaced it with a series of formation sessions via 
videoconference. 

While the year ahead seems full of challenge and 
uncertainty, I have confidence in the Lord and in our 
communion with Him as Church. “I hereby command 
you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or 
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever 
you go.” (Josh. 1:9)

- Eva Skira AM  
Chair of the AMPJP Council

AMPJP Council Chairperson

Member Representatives at the AMPJP AGM 2019  
Back: Peter Pritchard (Sophia Education Ministries); Moira Najdecki (Good Samaritan Education); Professor Peter Steane 

 (Catholic Healthcare); Kieran McCarthy (Mercy Partners); Jennifer Stratton (MercyCare)  
Front: Rosemary Copeland (Kildare Ministries); Dr Tessa Ho (formerly of Mary Aikenhead Ministries); Eva Skira  

(St John of God Australia); Julianna Drobik OP (Dominican Education Australia); David Penny (Calvary Ministries) 
Top right inset: Richard Haddock AO (Mary Aikenhead Ministries) and Philomena Billington (Edmund Rice Education Australia)

AMPJP Expenditure 
2019-2020

  Staff costs 47%

  Other 15%

  Meeting Costs 18%

  Travel / Accommodation 20%


